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seal employed as the state seal of Minnesota at the time
of its admission into the Union. * * * The caid
design of the state seal shall be surrounded by appropri-
ate representations of the moccasin flower, indigenous to
Minnesota, surrounding said central design, and appro-
priately arranged on the said white ground shall be nine--
teen stars, emblematic of the fact that Minnesota was the
nineteenth state to be admitted into the Union after its
formation by the thirteen original-states. There shall
also appear at the bottom of the flag, in the white
ground, so as to be plainly visible, the word ‘Minneso-
ta.””

The commission prepared a very beautiful design for
the flag, following closely the instructions given by the
legislature, which was adopted, and is now the author-
ized flag of the state. The flag-staff i surmounted by a

- golden gopher rampant, in harmony with .the popular

name given to our state. May it ever represent the
principles of liberty and justice, and never be lowered to
an enemy! The original flag, artistically embroidered in
silk, can be seen at the office of the governor at the state
capitol. : %

THE OFFICIAL FLOWER OF AHE STATE, AND THE METHOD
OF ITS SELECTION, Ll

On the twentieth day of April, 1891, the legislature
of the state passed an act entitled “An act to provide for
the collection, afrangement and display of the products
of the State of Minnesota at the World’s Columbian Fx-
position of one thousand eight hundred and ninety-
three, and to make an appropriation therefor.” This
act created a commission of six citizens of the state, to
be appointed by the governor, and called “T'he Board of
World’s Fair Managers of Minnesota.” The women of
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238  History or Minwssora, '
the state determined that there should be an opportunity i Si
for them to participate in the exposition on the part of a5t In
Minnesota, and a convention of delegates from each b2 C¢
county of the state was called, and held at the People’s. ' W
Church, in St. Paul, on Feb. 14, 1892. 'This convention . TY
elected one woman delegate and one alternate, from-. wome
each of the seven congressional districts of the state. ., them,
There were also two national lady managers from Min- ~ that tl
nesota, nominated by the two national ‘representatives 2 Jority,
from Minnesota and appointed by the president of the flower
United States, who were added to the seven'delegates ited o)
so chosen, and the whole was called “T'he Woman's sent ot
Auxiliary to the State Commission.” The women-so indicat
chosen took charge of all the matters properly pertain- 3150_ 1m
ing to the women’s department of the fair. ’ parties
At one of the meetings of the ladjes, held in St. Paul, provin
the question of the selection of an official flower for the quishec
state was presented, and the sentiment generally pre- The
.u - vailed that it should at once be decide_d by the assem- The flo
blage; but Mrs. L. P. Hunt, the delegate from Man- to the
%ﬁ kato, in the second congressional district, wisely sug- A been uf
» if ... gested that the selection should be made by all the ladies "4 with su
" | RS Al R the state, and they should be given an opportunity to | ing at t
e e T ‘vote upon the proposition.  This suggestion was ap- rated w
¢ i 0" proved, and the following plan was adopted: ~ Mrs.. State fla
FiE TR e et was authorized to appoint a committee, of which " upon th
B | i she was to be chairman, to select a list of flowers to be- The
£ voted on. Accordingly she appointed a subcommittee, taken f;
. who were to consult the state botanist, Mr. Conway It is p
b MacMillan; who was to name a number of Minnesota Flower”
: b flowers from which the ladies were to choose, He pre- Abo
' sented the following: ‘ o - belongir
Lady Slipper (Moccasin F lower—Cypripedium S pec- south in
tabile). ' : : cur in tl
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Silky Aster.

Indian Pink,

Cone Flower (Brown-eyed Susan).

Wild Rose. -

The plan was to send out printed tickets, to all the
women’s organizations in the state, with these names on
them, to be voted upon, which was done, with the result

that the moccasin flower received an overwhelming ma-

jority, and has ever since been accepted as the official
flower of the state. That the contest was a very spir-
ited one can be judged from the fact that Mrs. Hunt
sent out in her district at least ten thousand tickets, with
indications of her choice of the moccasin flower. She
also maintained lengthy newspaper controversies with
parties in Manitoba, who claimed the prior right of that
province to the moccasin flower, all of whom she van-
quished, ' _ '

The choice was a very wise and appropriate one.
The flower itself is very beautiful, and peculiarly adapted
to the purposes of artistic decoration. It has already
been utilized in three instances of an official character,
with success and approval. The Minnesota state build-
ing at the Columbian Exposition was beautifully deco-
rated with it. It is prominently incorporated into the
state flag, and adorns the"medagl conferred by the state
upon the defenders of Fort Ridgely. -

The botanical name of the flower is Cypripedium,
taken from Greek words meaning the shoe of Venus.
It is popularly- called “Lady’s Slipper,” “Moccasin
Flower” and “Indian Shoe.” ‘

About twenty-five species of cypripedium are known,
belonging to the north temperate zone and reaching
south into Mexico and northern India. Six species oc-
cur in the northern United States and Canada, east of
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the Rocky Mountains, all of these being found in Min-
nesota, and about a dozen species occur on this conti-
nent. They are perennial herbs, with irregular flowers,

which grow singly or in small clusters, the colors o
some of which are strikingly beautiful. The speciéé
adopted by the women of the State of anesota 18 th'
Cypripediwm Spectabile, or the showy. lady shpper '

The ladies naturally desired that their choice shoul

be ratified by the state legislature, and one of thexr num .
ber prepared a report of their doings, in.a petition to :
that body, asking its approval. Whoever drew the pe-+

tition named the flower chosen by the ladies as “Crypre

pedium Calceolous,” a species which does not grow in.

Minnesota, but is purely of European production. Th
petition was presented to the senate on the fourth day o

February, 1893. The journal of the senate shows the.

following record, which is found on page 167:

“Mr. Dean asked the unanimous cousent to presen|
~ a petition from the Women’s Auxiliary to the World’
- Fair, relative to the adoption of a state flower and em:
blem, which was read.
o “Mr. Dean offered the following concurrent resolu
'txon and moved its adoption: L
| “‘Be it resolved by the senate, the house of repre
sentatives concurring, that the wild Lady Slipper, o

" Moccasin Flower (‘Cypripedium Calceolous’). be, and the:
same is hereby, designated and adopted as the state 5
flower or emblem of the State of anesota, Whlch Wa,s.-';

adopted "

In the Legislatwe Manual of 1893 appears, on page :

606, the following:
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“IHE STATE FLOWER.

“On April 4, 1893 [should be February], a petition
from the Women’s Auxiliary to the World’s Fair was
presented to the senate, relative to the adoption of a

state flower. By resolution. of the senate, concurred in

by the house (?), the Wild Lady Slipper, or Moccasin
Flower (Cypripedium) was designated as the state qu:vwer
or floral emblem of the State of anesota

The word “Calceolous” means -a-little shoe or shp-
per; but, as I'said before, the species so designated in
botany is not Inchgenous to Minnesota, and is purely a
foreigner. . As we have in the course of our growth as-
similated so many foreigners successfully, we will have
no trouble in swallowing this small shoe, especially as
the house did not concur in the resolution, and while the
mistake will in no way militate against the progress or
prosperity of Minnesota, it should be a ‘warning to all
committees and Western legislators to go slow when
dealing with the dead languages

We now have the whole body of cypripediutms to
choose from, and may reject the calceolous.

If the house of representatwes ever concurred in the
senate resolutxon it left no trace of its action, either in
its journal or published laws, that I have been able to
find. o=

Among the many valuable achievements of the Wo-
men’s Auxiliary one deserves special mention. Mrs,
H. F. Brown, one of the delegates at large, suggested a
statue fer-the Woman s Building, to be the production
of Minnesota 5 artzs‘mc conceptlon and e*cecuhon The
tere, and there was no public fund to meet the expense

W thh would be considerable. The ladies, however, de-
16
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cided to procure the statue, and rely on pfivate sub-
scription to defray the cost.

children of the state, through a penny subscription.

Enough was raised, however, to secure a plaster cast of

great beauty, representing Hiawatha carrying Minhe-:
haha across a stream in h1s arms, 111u9trat1n0' the hnes in
Longfeﬂow s poem: ‘ P

““Qver wide and mshmcr rivers
In his arms he bore ’che maiden

This statue adorned ‘the porch of the anesota
building during the fair. It was designéd and fiade by

a very talented young Norwegian sculptor, then resid-

- ing in Minneapolis—the late Jakob Fjelde. It is pro-
posed-to cast the statue in bronze and place it in Mm-
nehaha- park aneapohs at some future day.

ORIGIN OF THE NAME “GOPHER STATE"

Most of the states in the Union have a éopular name.
New York is called the “Empire State,”

to have taken the names of animals. M1ch1cran 18 called
the “Wolverine State,” Wisconsin the “Badger State,”!

and it is not at all singular-that anesota should have :

been christened the “Gopher State.”” ‘These mxgame'
never originate by any recognized authornty.- They arise
from some event that suggests them, or from some im-

portant utterance that makes an impression on the pub-i
In the very early days of the territory—say, :

He mind.

as early as 1854 or 1855,—the question was discussed
among the settlers as to what name should be adopted
by Minnesota, and for a time it was called by some the -
“Beaver State.”

e

Mrs. L. P. Hunt thought -
that sufficient funds might be raised from the school. =

Pennsylvama. :
the “Keystone State,” etc. As you come west they seem

That name seemed to have the great- .
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