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Educational Aids to Nonpublic 
School Children 

Statement of Need and 
Reasonableness 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 123.931 et seq (1980), 
the Minnesota Department of Education administers Educational Aids 
to Nonpuolfc Scliool Clifldren, providing those students with non
sectarian educatfonal materials, and health and guidance and 
counsel f ng services. Sfnce 1979. the State Board of Education has 
published and maintafne.d rules for tlie administration of these 
aids by· tfle. Department, local scliool distrfcts, and nonpublic 
schools. 

Mi.nnesota Law~ 1980, Chapter 609, made several changes to the 
Educational Atds to Nonpublit School Children , requiring amendments 
to rules. The major changes were as follows: 

l. Provi sion~of indivfdua 1 fzed instructiona 1 materia 1 s to non
pub 1 i c sctiool students, fo addftfon to textbooks and standardized 
tests . 

2. Revi.si.on of the. formula for calculating the textbook, in
di.yi_dual fzed iJts:.tructfonal ,naterfals, and standardi.zed tests alloca
tlan per pup-iJ. 

3 .. Ma. fnte.nance of an i:nventory of materials purchased through 
the programs:. 

4, Establfs:hme.nt of a more strict enforcement procedure for: 
mi.suse of program materta 1 s:. 

In addi:ti:an, the. Department reviewed existing rules and determined 
that four dia.nges. ta th.ose. rules would ass.fs·t school districts in 
progra.ro a.dmi.nts:tratfon. Those four cfianges are: 

1. Speci:fytng procedures for completion of pupil request forms. 

2. Merging rules §overning nonpu61fc school file maintenance with 
rules gove.rntng pupil request fonns·. 
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3. Specifying the useful life of materials ourchased in the pro

gram. 

4. Specifying dates for consultations between school district 
and private school administrators. 

Following the drafting of thes~ proposed rules, t hey were adopted 
as temporary rules· fo October, 1980 , and extended ninety (90) days 
in January, 1981. All fnterested persons:- nave had eight months to 
analyze tfle proposed rules, revfew tliefr irnpact on the administration 
of nonpubli c aid during the 1980-81 school year, and recommend changes 
and improvements. No major pro61em areas have been uncovered during 
this· proces·s. 

At this time the Department of Education and the State Board of 
Education propose that the above amendments to rules governing 
Educationa 1 Afds to Nonpubl fc S'chool Cnildren 15e approved and publi shed 
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 15.0412, Subd. 4h (1980) . These 
statutes autliorfze. approval and pu6licatfon of "non-controversial" 
rules without a publfc hearing. It i s the considered opinion of 
the Department and the Board that the proposed rules are non-controver
sial in nature, since tliey are. largely procedural and have not encountered 
s i.gn i:f i cant oppos.-f.tfon as temporary ru l e.s durfng schoo 1 year 1980-81 . 
A paragraph 5y paragraph. review of all proposed rul es follows: 

1. 5 MCAR Section 1.0821 definitions have been amended to include 
indiVidualized instructional materfals· fn the list of materials 
el igi.b.1 e for !)Urchas:e under tne program. Thereafter in the rules the 
term "texttiaoks and s.tandardfzed tes.ts'1· has b·een deleted and replaced 
with tne. tenu 11·e.lf.9H1.le. materfals'i • . 

2. 5 MCAR Sectfon 1.0822 has oeen amended to reauire Chapter 15 
contested case procedures whenever it appears that program materials 
have been used improperly. Tflfs rule na·s· also 5een amended to change 
the formula used 15y tf.Je Department i"n calculating per pupil allocations 
of funds for textoooks, fndfvfdualized i"nstructfonal materials, and 
standardized tests. 

3. 5 MCAR Section 1.0823 nas 6een amended to specify the processing 
and ffl tng of pupil request forms, the mai"ntenance of a materia.1 s in
ventory, tlie useful life of materials· purctias-ed, and nonpublic school 
file maintenance requirements. 

4. 5 MCAR Sectfon 1.0863 and 5 MCAR s·ectfon 1.0883 have been amended 
to speci:fy dates- for esta61 i'shing pup fl personnel services~ and dates for 
process-fog and ffl ing related forms. 

The Department and the State Board have found that the proposed 
rules implement all of the changes to tlie nonpublic aid programs mandated 
by Minnesota Laws 1980, Cnapter 609, and also implement those changes 
whi"ch the Department and tlie State Board liave determined will improve 
overall adminfstration of tlie program. The Department and the State 
Board have therefore concluded that the proposed rules are reasonable 
and necessary·. 
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Prior to adopting the proposed rules, the Department and the State 

Board will carefully consider all comments and criticisms of the rules 
received pursuant to the rule-making process. Interested persons 
should, by June 4, 1981, submit comments and criticisms to; 

Phillip Miller 
Department of Education 
915 CapHol- s·quare 
550 Cedar Street . 
St . Paul, Mfnnesota 55101 
(612) 296-8130 . · 




